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August 13, 2012

General Counsel}

Federai Flactian Commission
999 & Straet, NW
Washington, DC 20463

V139

29 Hd L- das.zg

RE: MUR 6610
Dear General Counsel,

This & s respivmse to yeur levter dated july 25, 2012, recefved by Friends of C!I!ISteams on
July 30,2012, This concerns four complaints filed by David Wolfson, a paid consuitant 1o
Congreasional candidate Seeve Ocdrich ats Steve Oelrich for Congress. The cdenplainta are
compietely witheut merit as will be shown herein aad will demonstrate that no action
should be taken against Cliff Stearns or Priends of Cliff Stearns.

The first three complaints are essentially the same and allege a.violation of Section 11 CFR
110:13(b)(1) on electronic mail commuifcations on the dates of February 7, 9, and 10,
2012. The three electronic mail communications cited were all press releascs, sent only to
the Fiends of CItff Steerns prass f1st, which 2t1i0 timre has had more than 44 recipients,
Sectiom 11 CFR I10. 131:)1!) sp,dﬂulry smes' idutit pusiin; cummunlmuons which must
includa = discivimnn, ar defloed as: Qleca'om’c thail ef meire: &an 5ao subsmmicllyslmim
communicaiiseis when sent by » poliiteal comnnttve®, In snndnng the eommunicition to
only 57 vedipients, ho vicletion occurred undet Ssezisn 11 CFR 110, 11(b)(1) and no oerion
should he taken by the Commission on these three complainés,

The fourth complaint aiso.alleges a violation of Section 11.CFR 110.11(b)(1) and also
‘Section 11.CFR 102.5(a)(2)(ii) and (jii) on the website of Friénds of CLiff Stearns. The
complainant Mcludes selected screenshots from the campaign webshe taken on May 9,
2012, The website the screenshots were taken from no longer exists and was replaced by a
new website in hime, 3612, The welisitecontaived tho proper disclaimer aa the sitk’s
homepngs: and was clearly visible bo anyone logging an to ths website. The fact that the
complalnant’s particular ereenshois do not show a disclaimer fail to deraonstrnte that one

did net exist.

The second alleged violatian in this camplaint is that the campaign’s “outside vendor’s
conwribution page, PayFal does not make an cffort to ensure contributions are in
complxanoe with FECA regulations prohibmn.gmnh-lbudons fromxorporatians, labor
.organizations, faderal governiment; contractors dnd foreigh nagonats”. -Regulations require
that “a federal tommlttec must infoim dono'-s thatthelr :ontibudon&wm be used in
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connection with federal elections or that they are subject to the limits-and prohibitions of
the Act”. Friends of Cliif Seearns is the “fedenal commites” and had the praper disalaimer
on its website, whish vigwers fira: had to vivit befure being direetad to the ousside vendoc's
site. As previcusly statad, the website that the complainant’s scremshots wiere takisn from
is no longer in existence and was replaced in June, 2012,

The Friends of CIiff Stearns website was not in violation of ejther Section 11 CFR
110.11(b)(1) or Section 11 CFR 102.5(2)(2)(if) and (iil) and o action should be taken by
the Commission on this compliant.

Based ou the facts wrecentad ahowe, CliffStesm and Priends of Clff Stearns were in full
compliance with all federal campalign laws and reguhuoas and there is no basis for the
compladnis alleged by Mr. Walkan, . A

Clift " Stearns
United States Representative
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